Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 288 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.042; wR factor = 0.136; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.9.
In the title compound, C 12 H 11 NO 2 , the indole and methyl acrylate mean planes are inclined at an angle of 10.6 (1) . In the crystal, N-HÁ Á Á interactions link molecules into chains along [010] and weak intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds further consolidate the crystal packing.
Related literature
For general background to the synthesis of 3-substituted indole derivatives as precursors of potent anti-inflammatory and analgesic agents, see Radwan et al. (1997) . For details of the synthesis, see García-Rubia et al. (2010) . For related structures, see: Bhella et al. (2009); Hou & Li (2011) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ) .
Cg is the centroid of the C1-C6 ring. Symmetry codes:
Data collection: RAPID-AUTO (Rigaku, 1998 ); cell refinement: RAPID-AUTO; data reduction: CrystalStructure (Rigaku/MSC, 2002); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97. In the tiltle compound ( Fig. 1 ), all bond lengths and angles are normal and comparable with those reported for close structures (Bhella et al., 2009; Hou & Li, 2011) . The dihedral angle between the indole and methyl acrylate mean planes is 10.6 (1)°. In the crystal structure, N-H···π interactions (Table 1) link molecules into chians along [010] , and weak intermolecular C-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) consolidate further the crystal packing.
The title compound was prepared according to the literature (García-Rubia et al., 2010) . Single crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were prepared by slow evaporation a mixture of dichloromethane and petroleum (60-90 °C) at room temperature.
Refinement
C-bound H atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H 0.93 and 0.96 Å) and were included in the refinement in the riding model with U iso (H) = 1.2 and 1.5 U eq (C). The N-bound H atom was placed in calculated position with N-H = 0.86 Å and refined with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (N). Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound showing the atomic numbering and 50% probability displacemnet ellipsoids. 
Special details
Experimental. (See detailed section in the paper) 
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å, °)
Cg is the centroid of the C1-C6 ring. 
